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   Today's edition of Eye on the Legislature is the final for the 2015 legislative session. Time has flown since this writer began covering the goings on down under the Gold Dome – this was the tenth session, and so warrants a little different “wrap up” this year than in previous years.
   Out of the total population of Colorado, it is safe to say very few ever visit the legislature while it is in session, and even less ever bother to show up to testify for or against a piece of legislation. It is indeed sad for citizens as a rule to never visit the Capitol to see the process of how legislation gets enacted into law, or to participate by testifying in committee hearings.
   Colorado's legislature is usually considered to be politically conservative, but that's one of those critiques that has to be qualified. There are a lot of variables that impact such a critique – depends on which party is in the majority, if the governor is from the party in the majority, if both Senate, House of Representatives and the Governor are all from the party in the majority. Like it or not, the citizens of Colorado are better served when that is not the case.
   The oft-voiced opinion of ordinary citizens that the legislature is antigovernment, antiregulation and antitaxes, while usually probusiness, even that generalization has its problems.
   The antitax idea was pretty much taken out of control of the legislature when the now infamous Taxpayers Bill of Rights was passed in 1992. TABOR as its referred to means any new taxes must be approved by the citizens of Colorado and that is a constant gripe of legislators. Yet again, even that needs qualification because what legislators have become adept at is an end run around by the ever-expanding method of taxing – the good old regulatory fees and fines over which ordinary citizens have very little say.
   Since this ordinary citizen's arrival in Colorado, for more than two decades there has been the push for more money to build better roads, more money for schools and higher education and more money for recidivism programs to decrease repeat offenders/return to prison.     
   The state budget never meets the demand for funding of all these programs with mandates dictating much of how the dollars are alloted. Election years bring out the antitax crowd with regularity because any candidate running on a platform of increasing taxes would get laughed off the stage.
   Term limits (1994), just as the Taxpayers Bill of Rights, was a consequence of citizens fed up with those who made careers out of elective office but yet could never solve the state's financial problems though they were a real part of the problems.
   Some observers have opined that as the number of women elected to serve in the legislature has increased, the atmosphere of the Senate and House of Represetatives is less acrimonious, less hostile and bitter than when the old power brokers were in charge. The leadership positions still wield plenty of power and what legislation gets to the most favorable committee or the kill committee – make no mistake on that status quo!
   The 2015 legislative session brought a first in the House of Representatives ever with Democratic women in top positions – speaker of the House and majority leader. The Republicans regained the majority in the Senate for the first time in ten years.
   Everyone has settled in so citizens of Colorado will be the “judge” of whether women in charge leads not only to less acrimony and bitterness, but to getting more done for the citizens of Colorado.
   This edition is a “wrap” for Eye on Legislature. See you in 2016!!!
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
